Scripture background

Background Notes for 1 Samuel 24

Historical Context:

1. Time Period: 1 Samuel is set during the early days of Israel becoming a nation. The events
occur around 1000 BCE.

2. Key Characters:

- David: Anointed by God to be the next king of Israel. At this point, he is not yet king but is well-
known for defeating Goliath and serving in King Saul's court.

- Saul: The first king of Israel. He started well but later disobeyed God, leading to God anointing
David as his successor.

3. Geographical Setting: The events take place in the Desert of En Gedi, which is an area still
accessible in Israel today known for its rocky, cave-filled terrain.

Cultural Context:

1. Leadership: In ancient Israel, kings were expected to lead and protect their people. Saul's
growing jealousy and pursuit of David marks a failure in his duty as a leader.

2. Caves as Shelters: During this time, it was common for people to use caves for shelter and
hideouts, especially in the desert areas.

Story Overview:

- David is on the run from King Saul, who views him as a threat to his throne. Saul enters a cave
alone to rest, not knowing David and his men are hiding deeper inside.

- David’s men see this as a God-given chance to defeat Saul, but David refuses to harm the king.
Instead, he secretly cuts off a piece of Saul’'s robe.

Theological Insights:

1. Respect for Authority: Even though David has the chance to harm Saul, he chooses not to
because Saul is the Lord’s anointed king. This highlights the importance of respecting God-given
authority.

2. Trust in God: David’s restraint shows his trust that God will fulfill His promises in His own time
and way, rather than through taking matters into his own hands.

3. Forgiveness and Humility: David approaches Saul with respect and shows forgiveness, even
when Saul has wronged him many times. David’s actions exemplify humility and patience.

Lesson for Students:

- Choices and Character: This story is an excellent example of making good choices, even when
it's hard. David’s decision teaches us to be kind and respectful, and to trust in God’s timing and
plan for our lives.



