Teacher _tips

Teacher Notes and Tips for 1 Samuel 24

Objective:
Help students understand the story of David sparing Saul’s life, focusing on themes of mercy,
kindness, and making good choices.

Lesson Pacing:

1. Introduction (5-10 minutes):

- Briefly introduce the context: David is fleeing from King Saul, who is seeking to harm him.
- Explain the setting: In the desert caves, David encounters Saul, who is unaware of David’s
presence.

2. Reading and Storytelling (10-15 minutes):

- Read 1 Samuel 24 aloud, pausing to explain key events.

- Use props or visuals, like pictures of caves, to help students visualize the scene.

- Stress the central moment when David spares Saul and later shows the piece of Saul's robe.

3. Discussion (10 minutes):

- Kindness and Mercy: Ask students what they think about David’s choice. How did David show
kindness? Why is mercy important?

- Making Good Choices: Discuss the importance of thinking before acting, using David’s decision
as an example.

4. Engagement Activities (15-20 minutes):

- Role Play: Let students act out the scene in the cave using simple costumes or props,
encouraging them to focus on the emotions of the characters.

- Drawing Activity: Have students draw their interpretation of the cave scene, focusing on David’s
and Saul’s expressions.

- Reflective Writing: Encourage older students to write a short paragraph on a time they showed
kindness or mercy.

5. Conclusion (5 minutes):
- Recap the key message: Choosing kindness and showing mercy can lead to better outcomes.
- Provide a simple takeaway, like creating a “merciful actions” chart for the classroom.

Ways to Explain Difficult Concepts:

- Mercy: Define mercy as choosing to be kind and forgiving even when someone might deserve
punishment.

- Anointing and Covenant: Briefly explain that David was chosen by God to be the next king and his
respect for Saul was because Saul was once chosen by God too.

- Respect for Authority: Talk about respecting others, even when they’re unkind to us.

Managing Student Engagement:

- Use storytelling techniques: Change your tone and volume to match the story’s tension and
resolution.

- Ask open-ended questions to encourage participation.

- Incorporate interactive elements: Visual aids, acting, and hands-on activities will keep students
attentive.



- Provide incentives for participation, such as praise or classroom rewards.

Adjust activities based on student response and remain flexible throughout the lesson, ensuring
that the main message is communicated effectively.



