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Background Notes for 1 Samuel 27

Historical Context:
- The events of 1 Samuel 27 occur during the period of the early monarchy in Israel, approximately
1000 BCE.
- David, before becoming king, was fleeing from King Saul, who was jealous and wanted to harm
him.
- At this time, the Philistines were longstanding enemies of Israel, often engaged in conflict with the
Israelites.

Cultural Insights:
- The Philistines were a group of people living along the coastal areas southwest of Israel. They
were known for their advanced skills in ironwork and warfare.
- David goes to King Achish of Gath, a Philistine city. Gath is one of the prominent cities of the
Philistines.
- Seeking refuge with enemies seems unusual, but it’s an example of a strategic decision David
made to escape Saul.

Theological Insights:
- David's actions highlight themes of trust and discernment. Even though David was anointed to be
the next king, he faced trials and made choices to protect himself and his men.
- This chapter shows how God’s plans for David could work out even in the midst of difficult and
confusing situations.
- David's time with the Philistines is a reminder of God’s presence and guidance, even when David
is outside of Israel, in a foreign land.

Key Lessons:
- Sometimes we need to make difficult choices and trust in God’s plan, even when we can't see the
outcome.
- It's important to think and make decisions wisely, much like David did when he chose to go to the
Philistines to stay safe.
- God's protection and guidance can be found everywhere, not just in familiar places.


