L esson
Bible Lesson on 2 Samuel 1 for Elementary Students

Engaging Introduction

Good morning, everyone! Today, we are going to explore a fascinating story from the Bible found in
the book of 2 Samuel, chapter 1. Have you ever been really sad because something bad
happened, but at the same time, you were able to be thankful for something good? That's kind of
what happens in our story today.

Imagine you're playing your favorite game with your friends. Everything is going fantastic, you're
winning, and everyone is having a good time. Suddenly, it starts to rain and the game is ruined!
You might feel really upset. But then, maybe your best friend comes over and offers to play with
you inside. You feel sad and happy all mixed together.

In 2 Samuel 1, David, who would become the great King David we've talked about before,
experiences something similar. He hears some news that is very sad, but it also means there’s
hope for what's next. This story is about how David responds with honesty and kindness when he
learns that King Saul and his son Jonathan have died. David and Jonathan were best friends, and
Saul was the king, whom David respected.

We'll see how David's reaction teaches us about respect, empathy, and hope even when things
seem very tough. Today, we will learn how we can show kindness to others, trust in God's plan,
and find hope even when we feel sad. Ready to dive into the story? Let's get started!

Main Teaching Points
1. Respect and Honor for Others

When David learned that King Saul and Jonathan had died, he felt very sad. You might wonder
why David was upset about King Saul's death since Saul was not always nice to David. Saul had
even tried to harm David because he was jealous. But David teaches us an important lesson here:
respect and kindness even towards those who haven’t been kind to us.

David shows his respect by mourning for Saul. Mourning means to show great sorrow, especially
for someone who has died. Have you ever been to a memorial service or seen people wearing
black clothes to show that they are mourning? By doing this, people honor the one who has passed
away. David honored Saul because Saul was chosen by God to be king. Even though Saul had
made mistakes, David respected the role Saul played in God’s plan.

We learn from David that showing respect is important, even if we don’t always agree with or get
along with someone. We can show respect by speaking kindly, listening, and honoring the efforts of
others, just like David did.

2. Friendship and Loyalty
David also mourns for Jonathan, his best friend. Jonathan was the son of King Saul. The Bible

describes their friendship as one of sincere love and loyalty. Imagine your best friend. You probably
have lots of fun together, share secrets, and sometimes help each other when things get tough.



That's how David and Jonathan were—they deeply cared for each other and supported one
another, even in difficult times.

Jonathan stood by David even when his father, Saul, was against David. That takes a lot of
courage! Because of this loyalty, their friendship was very special. David’s mourning shows us how
much he valued Jonathan’s friendship and how loyal he was to Jonathan, even after his passing.

This teaches us about being a true friend—one who is there in fun times and hard times. We learn
about the importance of showing love and kindness to our friends, just as David did for Jonathan.

3. Trusting in God'’s Plan

Even though David was very sad over losing Jonathan and Saul, he trusted God'’s plan. God had
already chosen David to be the next king, and David’s heart was set on following God'’s path. It can
be hard to see the good plan God has, especially when things seem sad or unfair. But like David,
we can trust that God is working things together for good.

David could have been happy that he was about to be king now that Saul was no longer in the
picture, but instead, he trusted in God’s timing. He peacefully accepted what had happened and
looked forward with hope.

In our lives, things might happen that seem disappointing, like losing a game or facing a hard
situation at school. Trusting in God means believing that God knows what'’s best for us. He loves
us and has a plan for our lives, even when we can't see it all right now.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now, let’s think about how all this applies to us. We all have people in our lives—friends, family,
teachers—who we spend a lot of time with. We might like some of them a lot and have fun
together, while with others, it might be a little harder. But just like David, we can practice showing
respect and kindness to everyone, even when it's difficult.

Next time you're playing on the playground and someone is sitting alone, think about how David
showed kindness and loyalty to his friend Jonathan. Maybe you could invite them to join in your
game. Or if you have a classmate who seems sad, just like David trusted God’s plan, you can
remind them that there’s hope for tomorrow and encourage them.

When things don’t go as expected, like when plans change at the last minute or a game is
canceled because of rain, we can still have joy and hope. We can trust that God is with us and has
a special plan for each of us. It might be something as small as remembering a time God helped
you feel better when you were scared or sad. These moments remind us that God cares for us.

You might even take a moment each day to thank God for the people He’s put in your life and for
His plans, just like David remembered Jonathan and Saul with gratitude.

Interactive Discussion Questions

Now it's time for us to think and talk more about David's story. Let’s discuss some questions
together:

1. Why did David respect King Saul even though Saul was not nice to him?



Discuss this question with the students, allowing them to express their thoughts. Guide them to
understand that David chose to respect Saul because he acknowledged Saul’s position as king and
God's anointed. Through this, children learn that respect is about valuing others as part of God's
creation, even when they have hurt our feelings.

2. How can we be good friends like Jonathan was to David?

Encourage students to share ideas, like listening to their friends, helping them, or sharing with
them. Lead the conversation to emphasize loyalty and kindness, showing how friendships grow
strong when we care about each other's happiness. This helps students see friendship as
supportive and loving.

3. Have you ever trusted someone even when you didn’t know what would happen next? Why is it
sometimes hard to trust?

Allow students to share their experiences, drawing parallels to times they trusted a parent or
teacher. Explain that trusting can be difficult because we can’t always see the results right away.
Reinforce the idea that trusting God means believing He knows best, like how David trusted God’s
plan for his future.

4. Can you think of a situation where you might need to trust God’s plan, even if it's not what you
expected?

Guide students to consider school situations, new friendships, or moving to a new place.
Encourage them to think about ways they can trust God in these situations, perhaps by praying or
remembering His promises. This helps students apply trust in real-life situations.

As we wrap up our lesson today, remember that like David, you can show respect, be a loyal
friend, and trust in God'’s perfect plan for your life, even when challenges come your way. Let's
close with a prayer, thanking God for His love and asking Him to help us be kind, trustworthy, and
hopeful every single day.



