
Lesson
Engaging Introduction

Welcome, everyone! Today, we are going to learn about an exciting story from the Bible found in 2
Samuel chapter 6. Have you ever been so happy about something that you just wanted to dance or
sing? Maybe it was a birthday party, a fun day at the park, or when you learned you were going on
a special trip. Well, in today's story, we're going to see someone who was so happy he danced with
all his might!

This story is about a time when King David—one of the most famous kings in the Bible—had an
amazing reason to celebrate. David was bringing the Ark of the Covenant back to the city of
Jerusalem. The Ark was very special; it looked like a big wooden box covered in gold, but it was an
important symbol of God's presence with His people.

Imagine it like having the most treasured toy or possession you can think of, and it represents
something much bigger and more powerful. Bringing the Ark to Jerusalem was a huge deal and
everyone gathered to be part of this joyful celebration.

So, let's dive into the story and see what happened when David and the people brought this special
Ark back to their city. Get ready to discover how David expressed his joy and love for God through
an extraordinary celebration. Are you ready to see how one king danced for God?

Main Teaching Points

1. The Importance of the Ark of the Covenant

To start our story, it's important to know what the Ark of the Covenant was all about. Picture a
special, golden chest that stood for God's agreement or covenant with the people of Israel. Inside,
among other things, were the stone tablets with the Ten Commandments. It was so holy that only
certain people were instructed to carry it. This Ark represented God's presence and guidance.

Think of it like a symbol, almost like a flag, but much more sacred. People respected it very much
because they knew it showed God was with them. When the Ark was lost or moved, it greatly
affected the people who relied on its presence.

2. Bringing the Ark to Jerusalem

Now, David and the Israelites were bringing the Ark of the Covenant back to Jerusalem. This was
no ordinary trip—it was a parade with music and joy ringing through the air. Imagine the biggest
parade you've seen, with trumpets playing and people cheering.

However, something happened during this parade. At first, the Ark was carried on a cart by oxen,
but when it nearly fell, a man named Uzzah touched it to steady it, and he died instantly because
he disobeyed God's instructions about how the Ark should be handled.

After this serious event, the Ark was set aside for a while until David later arranged for it to be
properly carried by the Levites, the group God had chosen to handle it.

3. David's Joyful Dance



Finally, with the right people carrying the Ark, David danced before the Lord with all his might. He
wore a linen ephod, a simple garment, instead of fancy robes. This showed his humility and desire
to celebrate God genuinely.

Why did David dance like this? Because he was overjoyed at being close to God and having Him in
Jerusalem. David's dance was his way of saying, “Thank you, God!” It's like when you have the
best news ever and can't help but jump up and down with excitement!

Have you ever been so excited that all you could do was dance? Sometimes our hearts are so full
of joy that we can't keep it inside, and that's what happened to David.

4. Michal's Reaction

Now, not everyone was pleased with David's dancing. Michal, David's wife, saw him from a window
and thought he looked silly dancing like that in front of everyone. She thought a king should act
more royal and serious.

But David didn't care what others thought. What mattered was how he was showing his love and
respect for God. He told Michal that he was celebrating for the Lord, and he wasn't embarrassed
about it at all.

This teaches us that sometimes others might not understand our ways of worshipping and
expressing ourselves to God, but it’s more important to be sincere and honest in our relationship
with Him.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now that we've learned about David and the Ark, what can we take away from this story for our
own lives?

First, just like David, we can show our love for God in special ways. You can use music, dance, or
art to express your feelings. Maybe you can write a song, draw a picture, or perform a dance to
show what God means to you. This story teaches us that it's important to celebrate God's
goodness with joy and creativity.

Secondly, remember that being sincere is more important than how we look to others. David didn't
care if he looked silly because he was focused on God. In your life, don't be afraid to pray, sing, or
express your faith even if others might not understand.

Finally, reflect on how we treat the things and places that symbolize God in our lives, like our Bible
or church. The Ark was special because it represented God's presence; let's also honor and
respect the ways God is present in our lives today.

You can practice showing joy for God by sharing a positive story about Him with a friend or saying
a prayer of thankfulness. These little acts can bring us closer to God and help us share His love
with those around us.

Interactive Discussion Questions

Now, let's talk and share! Here are some questions to help us think more deeply about what we've
learned.



1. Why do you think David danced in front of everyone?

Encourage the children to share their ideas. Explain that David's dance was a way of expressing
joy and gratitude to God. Sometimes when we're really thankful, our happiness is something we
want to share in a big way.

2. Have you ever done something that showed how much you love God?

This is an opportunity for children to share personal stories or examples. Guide them to see that
small or big actions done from the heart—like helping someone, praying, or singing in church—are
all ways to show love for God.

3. What can you do to celebrate God in your life?

Children might suggest things like drawing a picture, writing a poem, or helping others. Encourage
them to think creatively and remind them that celebration can take many forms. Praise their ideas
and remind them that God appreciates anything done with a loving heart.

4. How can we respect the things that remind us of God today?

Help children brainstorm ideas like taking care of our Bible, respecting church property, or
participating in church activities with the right attitude. Explain that respecting these things shows
that we honor God's presence in our lives.

Hopefully, this lesson has helped you understand more about celebrating God joyfully. Remember,
like David, we should celebrate God with our whole hearts and not worry about what others might
think. Let's close our session by asking God to help us show His love and joy to everyone around
us.


