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Background Notes for 2 Samuel 6

Historical Context:
- Time Period: 2 Samuel is set in the time when King David ruled Israel, roughly 1000 B.C.
- King David: He was the second king of Israel, known for uniting the tribes and establishing
Jerusalem as the capital.
- Ark of the Covenant: An important religious artifact for the Israelites, symbolizing God's presence.
It contained the Ten Commandments.

Cultural Insights:
- Importance of the Ark: The Ark being in a central location signified God's presence and protection
over the people.
- Celebrations: Musical instruments and dancing were part of Jewish celebrations. Music was often
used in worship to express joy and reverence.
- Worship Dress: King David wore a linen ephod, a priestly garment, which showed humility and
devotion.

Theological Themes:
- God’s Holiness: The story emphasizes the sacredness of the Ark and the need to approach God
with reverence.
- Joy in Worship: David's dancing highlights the joy and freedom found in worshiping God.
- Obedience and Reverence: The story of Uzzah teaches the importance of respecting God's
instructions, showing that God’s presence is both wondrous and requires respect.

Key Events:
- David Brings the Ark to Jerusalem: King David organized a grand celebration to bring the Ark to
Jerusalem, marking a significant religious event.
- Uzzah’s Death: Uzzah, one of the handlers of the Ark, touched it to steady it and was struck dead,
underscoring the holiness of God.
- David’s Joyful Worship: Despite the somber event, David led a joyous celebration, signifying his
love for God.

Lessons for Students:
- Understand the importance of celebrating God with joy and respect.
- Learn that God’s presence was central for the Israelites, just as it should be central in our lives.
- Recognize the significance of worship and community in bringing people together in faith.


