Scripture background

Background Notes for 2 Samuel 9

Historical Context:

- Time Period: The story takes place during the reign of King David, around 1000 BC. David is the
second king of Israel, following King Saul.

- King David: Known for his bravery, he was the shepherd boy who defeated Goliath. He became
king because God chose him for his heart and dedication.

Cultural Insights:

- Covenants and Promises: In ancient Israel, people often made covenants, which were serious
promises or agreements. David made a covenant with his friend Jonathan, Saul's son, to take care
of Jonathan's family.

- Hospitality and Kindness: Taking care of others, especially those who are struggling, is a key
value. In David's time, showing kindness was important, especially to family members of friends.

Key Characters:

- David: The current king of Israel who wants to show kindness for Jonathan's sake.

- Mephibosheth: The son of Jonathan and grandson of Saul. He is disabled because of an accident
when he was little.

- Jonathan: David’s best friend, the son of Saul, who had died in battle.

- Ziba: A servant of Saul's family who helps David find Mephibosheth.

Theological Insights:

- Kindness and Mercy: David shows God's love through his actions. He takes care of Mephibosheth
even though he could have ignored him.

- Honoring Commitments: David remembered his promise to Jonathan and showed loyalty by
caring for his family.

- Inclusion: By inviting Mephibosheth to eat at the king’s table, David shows that everyone is
valued, no matter their abilities or status.

Lesson Focus for Students:

- Encouraging kindness to others, especially those who might need extra help or are different from
us.

- Understanding the importance of keeping promises and being loyal friends.

- Emphasizing that all people are important and deserve care and respect.

This passage is a wonderful story about friendship, loyalty, and the love we should show to others,
reflecting God's love for everyone.



