Teacher _tips

Teacher Notes and Tips for Teaching '2 Samuel 11' to Elementary Students

Objective:
Help students understand the story of David, Bathsheba, and Uriah, focusing on themes of
choices, consequences, and accountability.

Pacing Suggestions:

- Introduction (5-10 minutes): Begin with a brief recap of who King David is and his significance.
Use simple language and connect to previous lessons if applicable.

- Story Reading (10-15 minutes): Read 2 Samuel 11. Use a simplified or abridged version suitable
for children or paraphrase as you read.

- Discussion (10-15 minutes): Discuss the main events and characters. Focus on understanding
and empathy.

- Activity (10-15 minutes): Engage students in a creative activity to reinforce the lesson.

- Conclusion (5 minutes): Recap key points and moral lessons.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:

1. David and Bathsheba’s Relationship:
- Simplify by focusing on the concepts of making choices and respecting others. Explain that David
made a bad choice that affected many people.

2. Uriah’s Role:
- Describe Uriah’s loyalty to King David and his country. Emphasize traits like bravery and integrity.

3. David's Mistake:

- Talk about making mistakes and how everyone, even important people, can make wrong choices.
Discuss the importance of saying sorry and making things right.

4. Consequences:

- Simplify the concept by discussing how actions have results, and sometimes those results can be
difficult for many people.

Managing Student Engagement:

- Interactive Storytelling:
- Use props or visual aids, such as a felt board, to tell the story in a more engaging manner.

- Role-Playing:
- Assign roles to students for a simple skit or dialogue segment that recreates a part of the story.

- Discussion Prompts:



- Ask students questions that prompt them to think about what they would do differently or how they
feel about the characters' actions.

- Art Activity:
- Have students draw a scene from the story or create a comic strip that illustrates the key events.

- Moral Lesson Activity:
- Use a "Choices and Consequences" chart to help students visually connect decisions with their
outcomes.

Classroom Guidance:

- Encourage respect during discussion, ensuring all students can share their thoughts.

- Adapt discussions and activities to suit the maturity and comprehension levels of the students.
- Reinforce positive behaviors and empathy throughout the lesson.

- Remain sensitive to students who may have personal experiences related to the themes of the
lesson.

By keeping the lesson interactive and relatable, students will be better able to grasp the
complexities of the story while learning valuable moral lessons.



