
Lesson
Engaging Introduction

Good morning, everyone! Today, we're going to learn about an intriguing story from the Bible in the
book of 2 Samuel, chapter 13. Have you ever read a mystery book or seen a movie with a really
complicated and fascinating plot? Well, the Bible has stories with all sorts of interesting characters
and situations too!

This story, which happened a long time ago in ancient Israel, is about a family — a very large and
important one. King David was the leader of Israel, and he had many children. Our story today
involves some of King David's children and things that happened within their family. But don't
worry, we're not going to focus on anything frightening. Instead, we'll look at what the story can
teach us about God's love and how we should treat each other.

Do you like solving puzzles? This story is like a puzzle because it shows us different things that can
go right and wrong in families. It helps us understand how to be a good brother or sister, friend, and
child of God. We'll explore how our actions affect others and how listening and making good
choices lead us to a happier life.

So today, we'll look at the characters of this story, see the choices they make, and learn about
actions and their consequences. Then, we'll think about what this means for us today and some
things we can do to follow God's teachings in our own lives, just like we would in a grand
adventure!

Are you ready to dive into this lesson? Let's explore the story of 2 Samuel 13 and learn something
new together!

Main Teaching Points

1. Understanding the Characters

First, let's get to know the characters we’ll be learning about in the story. King David was a well-
known and respected ruler who loved God, and he had many children. In our story, three of his
children are important to know: Amnon, Tamar, and Absalom.

Amnon was King David's oldest son, and although he had some good qualities, he made a very
bad choice in this story. Tamar was Amnon's sister — she was kind and beautiful. Lastly, Absalom
was Tamar's brother, and he cared a lot about his family.

2. Making Choices and Understanding Feelings

Amnon had some strong feelings, and it’s okay to have feelings. We all have feelings like
happiness, sadness, anger, or excitement. But what's important is how we act on those feelings.
Amnon let his emotions lead him to make a hurtful choice. Instead of asking for help or thinking
about how others would feel, he chose to do something wrong.

Let's think of it like making a cake. You need all the right ingredients, like flour, sugar, and eggs,
right? But what if you mixed the ingredients without thinking or reading the recipe? The cake might
not turn out very tasty. Amnon didn’t mix his "feelings recipe" carefully, and it caused trouble. This



reminds us to listen, think, and talk to someone we trust whenever we feel confused or upset.

3. Actions Have Consequences

After Amnon made his bad choice, it affected Tamar, who was very upset, and her brother
Absalom too. Absalom was so sad and angry about what happened to his sister that he also made
a choice. Unfortunately, instead of handling it in a good way by looking for help, he decided to take
revenge on Amnon.

This part of the story helps us learn about consequences. Just as when you throw a stone into a
pond and it creates ripples that spread out, our actions can have effects on the people around us. If
we make good choices, we create good ripples, like helping someone with their homework or
sharing a toy. But if we make bad choices, it can hurt others, just as the ripples from Amnon's
choice caused pain for Tamar and Absalom.

4. Importance of Kindness and Seeking Help

This story teaches us the importance of kindness and asking for help. King David, their father, was
a wise king, but even he found these situations hard. This shows that life can be challenging, and
everyone needs help sometimes.

Think about a time you or a friend felt upset because of a problem at school or home. Did it help to
talk to a teacher or a parent about it? It’s always better to seek help when things feel too difficult.
This can help us understand what’s right and how to fix things.

5. God’s Love and Forgiveness

Ultimately, even though Amnon and Absalom made mistakes, this story reminds us of God’s love
and forgiveness, which is always available to us. Things didn't get better right away for King
David's family, but like a rainbow after a storm, God's love is always there, ready to make things
better when we turn to Him.

This means when we make mistakes, we don’t have to hide from God or be ashamed. We can
learn from those mistakes, ask for forgiveness, and try to do better because God’s love helps us
grow and change.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now let's think about how this story can help us in our own lives. Imagine you're at school and you
see a friend upset because someone has been unkind. What would you do? This story teaches us
to think about kindness and doing what's right.

First, let's remember the importance of kindness. Kindness is like sunshine on a cloudy day—it can
brighten someone’s whole world. We learn from Tamar and Absalom that being thoughtful and
caring towards others is important, even when others make mistakes.

Second, when you feel like Amnon or Absalom, remember to seek help from an adult or a teacher.
It's very important to have someone you trust to talk to when things get tough. Making a list of
people you trust, like your parents, teachers, or even friends, can be a great idea. So next time, if
something happens that makes you upset, you’ll know who you can speak to.

Finally, let’s practice forgiveness. If you have ever made a mistake or someone has hurt your



feelings, think about how forgiveness can make things better. Forgiveness doesn’t mean you forget
or let someone hurt you again, but it does mean moving forward with love in your heart, just as God
forgives us.

By being like Tamar—kind, and supportive—and seeking peaceful solutions like wise King David
should have encouraged, we can create a caring and loving community both at home and school.
Every day is a new opportunity to practice what we learn and to shine our kindness like a beacon
for others.

Interactive Discussion Questions

Now that we’ve learned about this story, let's discuss some questions together. These questions
will help us think deeper and understand how we can apply what we have learned.

Question 1: What would you have done if you were in Absalom’s shoes?

Discussing this question helps students understand different ways to handle emotions and
conflicts. Encourage them to think of peaceful or wise actions they could take, like talking to a
trusted adult or sibling. Guide them to see the importance of asking for help.

Question 2: Why is it important to talk to someone when we are feeling upset or confused?

This question encourages children to see the value in communication. Use this as an opportunity to
brainstorm as a class, different scenarios where seeking help was beneficial, like when learning
something new or resolving a misunderstanding with a friend.

Question 3: How can we practice being kind to others around us?

Allow students to share personal examples of kindness they’ve experienced or wish to do.
Encourage them to see even small acts, like sharing or helping, as valuable. Highlight how
kindness from one person can inspire others to be kind too, creating a ripple effect.

Remember to listen to each child's response and provide a safe space for them to express their
thoughts. These interactive moments not only reinforce the lesson but also help children reflect on
how to incorporate these values into their daily lives.


