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Teacher Notes and Tips for Teaching '2 Samuel 14' to Elementary Students

Overview
2 Samuel 14 describes the story of Absalom's return to Jerusalem after his banishment, with Joab's
intervention and a wise woman's parable playing key roles. Teaching this chapter to elementary
students requires simplifying the narrative for clearer understanding and relating the themes to
concepts they can grasp.

Pacing Suggestions
1. Introduction (5-10 minutes):
- Begin with a brief recap of prior events for context (David, Absalom’s actions).
- Introduce today’s lesson: Absalom’s return and forgiveness.

2. Reading and Storytelling (10-15 minutes):
- Read the chapter aloud, using simplified language.
- Use storytelling techniques to engage students (animated voice, gestures).

3. Discussion and Explanation (10-15 minutes):
- Discuss the main events and characters.
- Introduce and define difficult concepts/words.

4. Activity (10-15 minutes):
- Conduct a related activity or craft to solidify understanding.

5. Conclusion and Reflection (5 minutes):
- Summarize the key points.
- Encourage students to share their thoughts or ask questions.

Explaining Difficult Concepts

- Banished: Explain as “being sent away from home as a result of doing something wrong, like a
timeout but much longer.”
- Parable: Describe as “a simple story told to teach a lesson.”
- Forgiveness: Teach it as “choosing to let go and not be angry about someone’s mistake
anymore.”

Engagement Strategies

- Story Paraphrasing: After reading, ask students to retell the story in their own words.
- Role Play: Have students act out key scenes to enhance their understanding.
- Visual Aids: Use illustrations or a storyboard to depict the sequence of events.
- Interactive Questions: Ask questions such as, “Why do you think Joab helped Absalom return?” to
stimulate critical thinking.
- Art and Craft: Create a “forgiveness” handprint tree where students write forgiving actions on
each leaf.

Managing Engagement



- Variety in Activities: Switch activities (reading, discussion, hands-on) to cater to different learning
styles.
- Encouragement: Praise participation, listen actively, and validate contributions.
- Simplification: Use age-appropriate language and relatable analogies.
- Connect to Real Life: Relate themes to the students’ experiences, such as forgiving friends or
making amends.

Encourage an open environment where students feel comfortable asking questions and discussing
their thoughts. This will foster a deeper and more personal understanding of the text.


