Teacher _tips

Teacher Notes for Teaching '2 Samuel 15' to Elementary Students

Overview:
'2 Samuel 15' covers the story of Absalom's conspiracy against his father, King David. This chapter
can be simplified to focus on themes like loyalty, rebellion, and forgiveness.

Pacing Suggestion:

- Introduction (5 min): Begin with a brief review of key characters: King David and Absalom.

- Reading (10 min): Read selected, simplified portions of 2 Samuel 15. Focus on the main events:
Absalom’s conspiracy and David's reaction.

- Discussion (10 min): Discuss the main themes and their application to students' lives.

- Activity (10 min): Engage students in a related activity to reinforce the day's lesson.

- Closure (5 min): Recap and encourage questions.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:

- Conspiracy: Describe it as a secret plan by a person to do something wrong, like Absalom
wanting to take over David’s kingdom.

- Rebellion: Explain it as going against a loved one’s rules or authority, similar to when someone
doesn't listen to a teacher or parent.

- Loyalty: Discuss loyalty as being faithful and supportive to someone, like a good friend who
stands by you.

Managing Student Engagement:

- Interactive Storytelling: Use engaging voice tones and pauses to make the story interesting.
Encourage students to predict what might happen next.

- Relate to Personal Experience: Ask students about a time they disagreed with someone at home
or school and what they did.

- Role Play: Have students act out parts of the story to help them understand the characters’
emotions and actions.

Activity Suggestions:

- Drawing/Coloring: Provide coloring pages illustrating the story's key scenes.

- Simple Drama: Organize a short skit where students can play roles like David, Absalom, and loyal
followers.

- Discussion Circle: Encourage students to express how they would feel if they were in Absalom’s
or David’s position.

Additional Tips:

- Be sensitive to different family dynamics that could resemble parts of the story.

- Encourage respectful listening and sharing in discussions.

- Continually connect themes to positive, real-world behaviors that support class harmony.

By focusing on these themes and engaging students through storytelling, role-playing, and
discussion, you can effectively teach '2 Samuel 15" in a way that resonates with their understanding
and experiences.



