Scripture background

Background Notes for 2 Samuel 17

Historical Context:

- Time Period: This chapter takes place during the reign of King David, around 1000 BCE.

- Key Characters:

- David: The King of Israel, known for his leadership and his heart for God.

- Absalom: David’s son, who is leading a rebellion against his father.

- Ahithophel: David's former advisor, now helping Absalom.

- Hushai: A friend and loyal advisor to David, serving as a spy.

- Setting: The events occur in ancient Israel as Absalom attempts to seize the throne from his
father David.

Cultural Insights:

- Advisors and Counselors: In ancient Israel, kings often relied on trusted advisors for counsel. The
advice from these counselors could greatly influence the direction of the kingdom.

- Betrayal and Loyalty: Betrayal was a significant concern for leaders like David, as family and
friends could turn into adversaries, as seen with Absalom and Ahithophel.

Theological Insights:

- God’s Sovereignty: Despite the chaos and conflict, the story reflects the belief that God is
ultimately in control. David’s trust in God is a central theme.

- Importance of Prayer and Wisdom: David's decision to send Hushai to counter Ahithophel's
advice shows the value of wisdom and strategic thinking in difficult times.

- Forgiveness and Reconciliation: The narrative highlights themes of conflict within families and the
potential for reconciliation, aligning with biblical themes of forgiveness.

Summary for Teaching:

- This passage teaches us about the importance of wise counsel and trusting in God, even when
situations seem challenging. It shows how loyalty can help overcome betrayal and how God's plan
prevails in the end. Make sure to emphasize the values of wisdom, loyalty, and faith in God's plan
when discussing this story with students.

Use engaging activities like role-play or drawing to help students understand the roles of each
character and the significance of their decisions.



