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Teacher Notes for 2 Samuel 19

Overview:
2 Samuel 19 deals with King David's return to Jerusalem after the rebellion of his son Absalom. It
highlights themes of forgiveness, leadership, and reconciliation. It's important to present these
themes in a way that is accessible and relevant to elementary students.

Pacing Suggestions:
- Introduction (5 minutes): Briefly recap the story of Absalom's rebellion and its end in the prior
chapter. Set the stage for David's return.
- Reading & Discussion (15 minutes): Read selected verses of 2 Samuel 19 aloud. Pause to
discuss and clarify.
- Activity (10 minutes): Engage students in a creative activity to reinforce the story.
- Conclusion (5 minutes): Summarize the key lessons and their application to the students' lives.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:
- Grief and Joy: Explain how David felt sad over his son's death but also needed to return to being
a king. Use analogies like feeling sad about leaving a friend’s house but looking forward to seeing
your family.
- Reconciliation: Discuss the importance of forgiveness and making peace, even when it’s difficult.
Relate it to resolving disagreements on the playground.
- Leadership Responsibilities: Use examples of classroom roles (line leader, group leader) to help
them understand why David needed to focus on his duties even when he was upset.

Engagement Strategies:
- Interactive Discussion: Encourage students to share times when they had to forgive someone or
focus on responsibilities despite feeling upset.
- Role-play Activity: Organize a short role-play where students act out scenes of forgiveness or
David’s return to leadership. This can help them empathize with the characters.
- Creative Art Project: Have students draw or create a simple comic strip depicting an event from
the chapter, such as David’s return or an act of forgiveness.

Managing Student Engagement:
- Ask Open-Ended Questions: Promote critical thinking by asking questions like, “How do you think
David felt when he had to return as king?” or “Why is forgiveness important?”
- Keep Pace with Attention Spans: Change activities frequently to keep students engaged. Balance
listening with active participation.
- Use Visual Aids: Incorporate images or short video clips about the life of King David to make the
story more engaging and relatable.

Conclusion:
Review the main themes of forgiveness and leadership. Encourage students to reflect on how they
can apply these lessons in everyday situations, such as forgiving friends or fulfilling their roles at
school and at home.


