Scripture background

Background Notes for 2 Samuel 20

Historical Context:

- Time Period: This event takes place during the reign of King David, around 1000 BC.

- Setting: It unfolds in ancient Israel, with locations in Jerusalem as well as the northern regions of
the kingdom.

Cultural Context:

- Israel's United Kingdom: At this time, Israel was a united kingdom under King David following his
victory over Saul, the previous king.

- Tribal Loyalties: The twelve tribes of Israel often had tense relations, each having its own leaders
and sometimes conflicting interests.

Key Characters:

- David: The king of Israel, known for uniting the tribes and establishing Jerusalem as the capital.

- Sheba: A man from the tribe of Benjamin who incites rebellion against King David, challenging his
leadership.

Theological Insights:

- God's Sovereignty: Despite human plans and conflicts, the Bible teaches that God is ultimately in
control. King David's ability to maintain the kingdom points to God's protection over him.

- Unity and Division: The story of Sheba’s rebellion highlights the importance of unity among God's
people and the dangers of division.

- Repentance and Forgiveness: David's rulership is often marked by moments of repentance and
seeking God'’s guidance, teaching us about forgiveness and the importance of following God.

Summary of the Passage:

In 2 Samuel 20, a man named Sheba leads a revolt against King David. This comes shortly after
another rebellion by Absalom, David's son, indicating ongoing unrest. Joab, David’s military
commander, plays a key role in stopping the rebellion by pursuing and dealing with Sheba. The
rebellion is quelled when the citizens of a city where Sheba is hiding choose to collaborate with
Joab, ending the conflict peacefully.

Lesson for Students:

- Working Together: Just like David's men had to work with different groups to stop Sheba, we
learn the importance of teamwork and unity.

- Leadership: Good leaders rely on God for guidance and aim to bring people together, just like
David did.

- Resolving Conflicts: Solving problems sometimes requires negotiation and wisdom, seen in how
Sheba’s rebellion was ended.



