Teacher _tips

Teacher Notes for Teaching '2 Samuel 23' to Elementary Students

Objective:
To acquaint students with an understanding of the important figures and key themes in 2 Samuel
23, focusing on David’s last words and his mighty warriors.

Pacing Suggestions:

1. Introduction (5 minutes):

- Begin with a brief introduction to who David is: King, poet, and an important character in the Bible.
- Explain that 2 Samuel 23 contains David’s last words and stories of his bravest warriors.

2. Reading and Discussion (15 minutes):

- Read selected verses aloud, summarizing as necessary for clarity. Focus on verses that
showcase bravery and loyalty.

- Discuss as you read to ensure understanding, pausing after key sections.

3. Exploration of Themes (10 minutes):
- Discuss the theme of leadership using David as an example.
- Talk about qualities of bravery and loyalty seen in the mighty warriors.

4. Activity (15 minutes):
- Have students draw their favorite scene or character and explain why they chose it.

5. Conclusion (5 minutes):
- Recap the main points: David’s final reflections, and the valor of his warriors.
- Allow time for any final questions or thoughts.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:

- David’s Last Words:

Explain that David, like a coach or leader, shares important advice and thoughts before leaving his
role. Emphasize the idea of having a legacy.

- Mighty Warriors:

Describe them as David’s special team, highlighting their qualities like courage and loyalty.

Managing Student Engagement:

- Use expressive reading to captivate attention during the reading portions.

- Incorporate visual aids, like pictures or storyboards, to make narratives more engaging.
- Encourage questions by prompting with “I wonder why...” statements to spark curiosity.
- Use interactive activities, like role-playing, to illustrate scenes of bravery and teamwork.

Additional Tips:

- Be patient with questions and encourage students to relate themes to their own experiences.
- Validate all contributions, fostering an inclusive and safe discussion environment.

- Tailor discussions to the students’ level, avoiding over-complicated theological explanations.
- Use simple language to explain any complex terms or historical context.



