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Teacher Notes and Tips for Teaching '1 Kings 1' to Elementary Students

Lesson Objective:
Students will understand the story of King David's succession and the importance of wise
leadership and God’s guidance.

Materials:
- Storybook Bible or a child-friendly Bible version
- Visual aids (pictures of King David, Solomon, and Adonijah)
- Craft supplies for crown-making activity

Pacing Suggestions:
1. Introduction (5-10 minutes):
- Begin with a brief overview of who King David is and his significance in the Bible.
- Engage the students by asking if they've heard of David and Goliath to establish context.

2. Storytelling (15-20 minutes):
- Read the story from a child-friendly Bible or paraphrase it in simple terms.
- Use visuals to introduce the main characters: King David, Solomon, Adonijah, Bathsheba, and
Nathan the prophet.
- Pause during key moments to ask questions like, "What do you think will happen next?" to keep
them engaged.

3. Discussion (10 minutes):
- Discuss the theme of leadership and why David chose Solomon as his successor.
- Explain the role of Nathan and Bathsheba—simplify the concept of advisors helping kings make
decisions.
- Emphasize the idea of God’s plan and importance of listening to God.

4. Activity (15-20 minutes):
- Have students create their own crown using craft supplies.
- Encourage them to design their crown while discussing qualities of a good leader.
- Allow students to share their thoughts on what makes a kind and fair leader.

5. Conclusion (5-10 minutes):
- Recap the key points of the story.
- Ask reflective questions like, "What would you do if you were king or queen for a day?"
- Emphasize working together and listening, as Solomon did with his advisors.

Ways to Explain Difficult Concepts:
- Succession: Compare it to knowing who will be next in line for a class responsibility or duty.
- Prophets and Advisors: Describe them as important helpers, much like a teacher or parent
guiding the students.
- God's Plan: Discuss it using analogies like a treasure map leading to a better future.

Guidance for Managing Student Engagement:
- Keep storytelling interactive; ask frequent questions and encourage predictions.
- Use relatable examples to explain complex ideas.



- Break up the session with activities, like making crowns, to maintain energy and engagement.
- Praise participation and listen actively to student responses, encouraging a safe environment for
sharing ideas.

By structuring the lesson around storytelling, discussion, and hands-on activities, students can
engage with the material in a way that is understandable and meaningful to them.


