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Background Notes for 1 Kings 2

Historical Context:
1. Time Period: 1 Kings is part of the Old Testament and takes place during the united monarchy of
Israel. King David is nearing the end of his life.
2. King David: David was the second king of Israel and is known for being a brave warrior and a
man after God's own heart. As he grew older, he passed leadership to his son, Solomon.
3. Solomon: Solomon, the son of David and Bathsheba, was chosen to be the next king. He is
known for his wisdom and building the Temple of Jerusalem.

Cultural Insights:
1. Monarchy: Kings were central to ancient Israel, serving both as leaders in war and as judges
over the people.
2. Succession: It was common for kings to appoint their sons as successors. This ensured stability
and continuity in leadership.
3. Advice to Successors: It was traditional for a reigning king to give a speech with advice and
instructions to their heir. David gives Solomon guidance on how to rule wisely.

Theological Insights:
1. Obedience to God: David advises Solomon to follow God's commandments, emphasizing that
success as a king is tied to obedience to God.
2. God’s Promises: The passage highlights how God promised David that his lineage would
continue to rule Israel if they remained faithful.
3. Justice and Wisdom: Solomon is instructed to act justly and with wisdom, important qualities for
leaders. This sets the stage for Solomon's renowned wisdom later in the Bible.

Key Lessons:
1. Legacy: Stress the idea of leaving a positive legacy by following God and acting wisely, as
shown by David's instructions to Solomon.
2. Importance of Wisdom: Solomon's request for wisdom (which comes later) is foreshadowed in
this chapter, underscoring the value of wisdom in leadership.
3. Faithfulness: Emphasize the importance of being faithful to God and His teachings throughout
life, a core theme of David's advice to Solomon.


