
Teacher_tips
Teacher Notes for Teaching 1 Kings 2 to Elementary Students

Overview:
1 Kings 2 details the transition of leadership from King David to his son Solomon. It includes
David's final instructions and Solomon's steps to establish his rule. This chapter is an opportunity to
discuss themes like leadership, wisdom, and legacy.

Pacing Suggestions:
- Introduction (5-10 min): Begin with a brief overview of who King David was and his significance in
the Bible. Use visuals or a short video clip for more engagement.
- Reading (10-15 min): Adapt the language for clarity or use a children's Bible for a smoother read.
Break it into sections to maintain attention.
- Discussion (10-15 min): Use a guided Q&A session to explore key themes.
- Activities (10-15 min): Conduct an activity that reinforces the lessons.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:
- Leadership Transfer: Explain that when a person is about to retire or step down, they often
choose someone to take over, like a teacher choosing a class leader.
- Final Instructions: Use the analogy of a parent giving advice on how to take care of something
important (e.g., a pet or garden).
- Justice and Wisdom: Discuss the idea of making fair decisions, using scenarios kids can relate to,
such as sharing or playing nice.

Engagement Tips:
- Ask Open-Ended Questions: Encourage students to think about what it means to be a leader.
Ask, "What makes someone a good leader?"
- Role-Playing: Have students act out different parts of the story, swapping characters, to
understand different perspectives better.
- Creative Drawing: Let students draw a scene from the story, like David advising Solomon, and
share their artwork.

Classroom Management:
- Group Discussions: Encourage students to share ideas in pairs or small groups before discussing
as a class to ensure everyone participates.
- Movement Breaks: Use movement to re-engage students if they appear restless, such as acting
out the story or moving to designated areas when answering questions.
- Clear Instructions: Be clear and concise with directions for activities and transitions, using visual
or verbal signals to gain attention and maintain order.

Conclusion:
Wrap up with a short summary of what King David's words might mean for us today and encourage
students to think about wise choices in their own lives. Reinforce learning with a takeaway or a
simple worksheet for reflection.


