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Teacher Notes and Tips: Teaching 1 Kings 4 to Elementary Students

Objective:
Students will understand the key themes in 1 Kings 4, focusing on Solomon's wisdom, his
administration, and the prosperity of Israel during his reign.

Pacing Suggestions:
- Introduction (5 minutes): Briefly introduce the context of 1 Kings, explaining that it is part of the
Old Testament and tells about the reign of King Solomon.
- Reading the Text (10 minutes): Read a simplified version of 1 Kings 4 with the class. Use a
children’s Bible or a summary that is age-appropriate.
- Discussion (10 minutes): Discuss the key themes of wisdom, administration, and prosperity.
- Activity (10 minutes): Engage students with an activity related to the themes.
- Wrap-Up (5 minutes): Recap the lesson and answer any questions.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:

- Wisdom: Explain wisdom as not just knowing facts but understanding how to use knowledge to
make good decisions. Use examples relevant to the students' experiences, like choosing to share
or being kind to others.

- Administration: Describe administration by comparing it to organizing a classroom or home.
Highlight how King Solomon had helpers, like teachers help in a school, to keep everything running
smoothly.

- Prosperity: Define prosperity simply as having good things, such as peace, happiness, or enough
food. Relate it to times when students feel safe and happy in their lives.

Managing Student Engagement:

- Interactive Reading: During the reading, pause to ask questions like, "What do you think makes a
person wise?" to keep them engaged.

- Visual Aids: Use pictures of King Solomon’s kingdom, maps, or other visual materials to make the
lesson more tangible.

- Activity Ideas:
1. Role Play: Have students act out parts of the story or the roles of Solomon’s administrators to
better understand their functions.
2. Art Project: Create a “Crown of Wisdom” where students write down one wise action they can
take and decorate the crown.

- Story Linking: Relate Solomon's wisdom to well-known stories, like Aesop's Fables, encouraging
connections between the Bible lesson and familiar tales with morals.

- Question and Answer: Encourage students to ask questions throughout. Use a “question box”
where they can submit their thoughts anonymously if they are shy.



Conclusion:
End with an open forum for any last questions and summarize the day's lesson. Reinforce the
concepts learned and remind students of Solomon’s wisdom, the well-organized kingdom, and the
resulting prosperity as key takeaways.


