L esson
Bible Lesson: Building Solomon’s Temple (1 Kings 6)

Engaging Introduction

Welcome, everyone! Today, we are diving into an exciting story from the Old Testament, in the
book of 1 Kings, chapter six. It's about a grand construction project that might remind you of
building a magnificent sandcastle or a huge LEGO set! Let’s journey back in time to understand
how and why King Solomon built an extraordinary temple for the Lord.

Imagine you're standing on a vast, open land. The sky is bright, and you can hear the sounds of
hammers and saws bustling around you. There's dust, but it is the kind that fills the air with the
smell of fresh construction, like the beginning of something great. You see thousands of workers
busily constructing, lifting, and piecing together what will soon become a magnificent temple — a
special, holy place for God.

King Solomon, who was the son of King David, was given the mission to build this temple. Think
about a project at school where you worked hard to create something amazing; that's how
dedicated Solomon was. He had gathered precious materials and skilled workers from all over to
make sure the temple was perfect.

As we explore this important story, | want you to think about the care and effort that went into
building this temple and how it reflects our relationship with God. Let’s uncover the story of
Solomon’s temple and see what it means for us today!

Main Teaching Points
Point 1: The Purpose of the Temple

First, let's discuss why the temple was so important. In the time of King Solomon, the temple was
meant to be a special place where people could come and feel close to God. Before the temple
was built, people worshipped in a tent called the Tabernacle. A tent, as you may know, is not
permanent like a house. So, this temple would be a grand, long-lasting home for worship.

Solomon’s temple was more than just a building; it was a symbol that God was with His people.
Imagine how you feel safe and special at home where you're surrounded by your family. The
temple was intended to be like that — a place of safety and peace reminding everyone that God
loved them and was always near.

Point 2: The Design of the Temple

Now, let's take a moment to picture the temple itself. If you've ever played with building sets, you
know how important it is to follow the instructions carefully to create something extraordinary.

Solomon's temple was carefully designed and had very special details. The temple was built with
tall, beautiful stones and was decorated with the finest wood and gold — much like a beautiful
palace. It had two main rooms: the Holy Place and the Most Holy Place, also known as the Holy of
Holies. In the Holy of Holies, there was something called the Ark of the Covenant, which was a
special box holding the Ten Commandments and represented God’s promise to His people.



Each part of the temple served a purpose, just like each piece of a puzzle comes together to form a
complete picture. Solomon paid attention to each detail because he wanted to honor God with the
very best.

Point 3: The Building Process

Imagine trying to build something without using a noisy hammer next door — it wouldn't be easy,
right? Well, during the construction of the temple, Solomon instructed that no sound of hammering
or chiseling should be heard at the site. This was out of respect for the sacredness of the project.

This means all the stones for the temple were cut and shaped before they reached the temple site!
The preparation took a lot of teamwork, planning, and skill. Consider how much cooperation and
unity it takes in a group project when everyone works towards a single goal.

The construction process itself took seven long years. That's almost as long as you have been in
school! The dedication involved taught us that good things take time, patience, and dedication —
especially when we’re working on something for God.

Point 4: God’s Promise

Finally, during the building of the temple, God gave Solomon a very important promise. He
promised that if Solomon and the people of Israel followed His commands, He would live among
them and never forsake them.

This promise served as a reminder that the temple wasn't just about having a beautiful building; it
was about maintaining a relationship with God. Much like how families spend time together to
strengthen their bonds, the temple was a place where people came to worship and strengthen their
relationship with God.

Now that we've explored the main parts of the story, let's move on to understand how all of this can
apply to our lives today.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now that we've learned about Solomon's temple, you might be wondering, "What does this story
from so long ago have to do with me?" Well, I'm glad you asked!

First, think about how Solomon put a lot of care into building the temple to honor God. Even though
we don’t need to build a temple today, we can still find ways to honor God in our everyday lives.
Maybe it's through helping others, being kind, or spending time praying and reading Bible stories.
Just like each stone and detail mattered, everything we do can be an offering to God.

Second, the temple stood as a reminder that God was with His people. Today, God doesn't live in
buildings made of stone, but in our hearts. Whenever we feel happy or sad, we can remember that
God is always with us, just like the temple reminded Solomon’s people.

Finally, the way Solomon followed God's instructions teaches us to listen and obey God in our daily
actions. Whether it’s listening to our parents, teachers, or helping a friend, obedience leads to good
things and keeps us on the right path, just like it did for Solomon.

Think about how you can spend time making a difference wherever you are. The smallest actions,
like a smile or a helping hand, can show others that God’s love is everywhere!



Interactive Discussion Questions

Now let’s have a fun discussion with some questions to deepen our understanding.

Question 1: Why do you think the temple was important for the people of Israel?

Teaching Guidance: Encourage thoughts on how the temple served as a central place for worship
and a reminder of God’s presence. It can help students understand that, while we have different
spaces today, we still need places and moments to focus on God.

Question 2: In what ways can we build our own “temples” today? What does that look like?
Teaching Guidance: Guide them towards ideas of personal actions and behaviors that honor God.
Encourage practical responses like being respectful and helping others, which build a metaphorical

temple in our hearts.

Question 3: Why do you think it was important for Solomon to make the temple so beautiful and
detailed?

Teaching Guidance: Focus students on the idea that the beauty and care put into the temple was a
form of offering our best to God, showing respect and reverence.

Question 4: How can we know that God is with us, like He was with the people at the temple?

Teaching Guidance: Invite responses about personal feelings and experiences, such as feeling
comforted during a tough time, or simply the happiness and peace in doing a good deed.

Your participation in this discussion shows how we each contribute to understanding God’s story.
Just as each stone was part of the temple, every answer helps build up our understanding of God’s
love.



