Teacher _tips

Teacher Notes for Teaching 1 Kings 6 to Elementary Students

Overview:
1 Kings 6 describes the construction of the Temple by King Solomon. It's a chapter rich with details
about the building process, the dimensions, and the ornate decorations of the Temple.

Lesson Pacing:

1. Introduction (5-10 minutes):

- Briefly review who King Solomon is and why he is important.

- Introduce the concept of a temple as a special place for worship, similar to how some might view
churches or synagogues today.

2. Reading the Chapter (15-20 minutes):

- Read the chapter aloud or, for more engagement, assign different students small parts to read.
- Use visuals like pictures or diagrams of what the Temple might have looked like to support
understanding.

3. Discussion and Explanation (15-20 minutes):

- Focus on the purpose of the Temple and its significance to the Israelites.

- Simplify complex terms: Use concepts like a "house" for God to help them understand.

- Explain the importance of following instructions and details as part of building something special.

4. Activities (15-20 minutes):

- Engage in a building activity using blocks or LEGO to create small temple models.

- Art project: Draw or craft what they think the inside of the Temple looked like based on its
description.

5. Closing and Reflection (5-10 minutes):

- Discuss what they learned about the importance of the Temple.

- Reflect on why having a special place to gather and honor something important is valuable to
communities.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:

- Temple Significance: Explain it as an important and sacred place, much like significant landmarks
(like homes or schools) in their own lives.

- Measurements and Details: Use simple math comparisons (e.g., imagine lining up desks or
books) to visualize the Temple's size.

Managing Student Engagement:

- Interactive Reading: Break up reading segments with questions to check comprehension and
maintain interest.

- Relatable Analogies: Translate concepts into more familiar terms, relating them to modern-day
buildings or their own experiences.

- Hands-On Activities: Encourage active participation through creative tasks or role-playing (e.qg.,
being builders).



- Visual Support: Use images and drawings to supplement verbal explanations for better
understanding.

Final Tips:

- Keep the session dynamic. Alternate between sitting and active tasks to cater to different
attention spans.

- Encourage questions and discussions to make the lesson more interactive and student-centered.
- Tailor explanations to be age-appropriate, simplifying language whenever possible.



