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Background Notes for Acts 3

Historical Context:
- Time and Place: The story in Acts 3 happens shortly after Jesus' death and resurrection in
Jerusalem. It is a time when Jesus' disciples are starting to spread his teachings.
- The Early Church: This chapter shows a time when the new followers of Jesus were just
beginning to form a community known as the early church. They gathered in Jerusalem, shared
what they had, and prayed together.
- Temple Significance: The events take place at the temple in Jerusalem, which was a central place
for Jewish worship and community activities.

Cultural Insights:
- Jewish Traditions: Peter and John, two of Jesus' disciples, are going to the temple for prayer,
which was a daily tradition for Jews. Prayers typically took place three times a day.
- Helping the Disabled: The man by the Beautiful Gate was unable to walk and often asked for
money, which was common for people with disabilities at the time. Society then did not have the
same support systems we have today.

Theological Insights:
- The Power of Jesus' Name: Peter heals the man by invoking Jesus' name. This shows the power
and authority believers have through their faith in Jesus.
- Faith and Healing: The healing miracle emphasizes the importance of faith, both from the man
healed and from Peter and John, which inspires wonder and amazement in onlookers.
- Witnessing to Others: Peter uses this miracle as an opportunity to teach others about Jesus,
emphasizing his role as the promised savior and encouraging them to believe.
- Repentance and Forgiveness: Peter urges the people to repent—to turn away from their old ways
and seek forgiveness through Jesus, illustrating key elements of Christian belief.

Teaching Points:
- Empathy and Kindness: Teach children about being kind and compassionate to those in need, as
Peter and John did.
- Importance of Faith: Highlight how faith can bring about positive changes and strengthen our
relationship with God.
- Community and Sharing: Discuss how being part of a community means helping one another, just
as the early Christians did.
- Understanding Miracles: Help students understand that miracles in the Bible are signs of God's
love and power.


