Scripture background

Background Notes for 1 Kings 10

Historical Context:

- 1 Kings is part of the Old Testament and tells the story of Israel's kings after King David.

- Chapter 10 focuses on King Solomon, the son of David, who was known for his wisdom and
wealth.

- During Solomon's reign, Israel was at its most powerful and experienced a time of peace and
prosperity.

Cultural Insights:

- The Queen of Sheba visited Solomon because she heard about his great wisdom and wealth.
Sheba is believed to be in modern-day Ethiopia or Yemen.

- In this time, royals and leaders visited each other to learn, exchange gifts, and establish trade
relationships.

- Gold, spices, and precious stones were valuable trade items and symbols of wealth.

Theological Insights:

- Solomon's wisdom was a gift from God, and it was meant to show how he could rule Israel well.
- The story highlights themes of God's blessings and the rewards of seeking wisdom.

- It also shows the importance of hospitality and sharing God-given talents with others.

For Classroom Use:

- Explain how Solomon's wisdom came from God and how he used it to help his people.

- Discuss why the Queen of Sheba was curious to meet Solomon and what she learned from him.
- Highlight how sharing and learning from others can make people better leaders and friends.

This background helps students understand the importance of wisdom, sharing, and the impact of
God's blessings in leadership.



