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Teaching 1 Kings 10 to Elementary Students

Overview:
1 Kings 10 describes the visit of the Queen of Sheba to King Solomon. She visits to test Solomon’s
wisdom and to see his wealth and accomplishments. This chapter also highlights Solomon’s
wealth.

Pacing Suggestions:
- Introduction (5 minutes): Begin with a brief story to set the scene about Solomon as a wise king
and introduce the Queen of Sheba.
- Reading and Discussion (15 minutes): Read selected verses, paraphrase others for clarity, and
pause frequently for discussion.
- Activities (15 minutes): Engage students with a related activity or craft.
- Wrap-Up (5 minutes): Summarize key points and encourage reflection on the lesson’s themes.

Explain Difficult Concepts:
- Wisdom: Describe wisdom as knowing how to make good choices and understanding things
deeply. Compare it to making choices based on facts and kindness.
- Wealth: Explain wealth by comparing Solomon's riches to owning many toys or having a very big
house, but adding that it’s not the most important thing.
- The Queen of Sheba’s Visit: Frame it as a royal visit. The Queen wanted to see if the stories
about Solomon’s wisdom and riches were true.

Engagement Tips:
- Storytelling: Use expressive storytelling to bring the narrative to life. Employ props or visual aids,
like pictures or a simple crown, to represent royalty.
- Interactive Discussion: Ask open-ended questions such as, “Why do you think the Queen wanted
to meet Solomon?” and encourage predictions about her visit.
- Group Activity: Have students draw Solomon’s palace or create “scrolls” with wise sayings. This
allows creative thinking about the historical context.
- Role-Playing: Assign roles for a simple enactment of the Queen’s visit, helping students
understand the narrative through action.
- Connection to Today: Discuss how wisdom is still important and ask students to share decisions
they’ve made wisely.

Managing Student Engagement:
- Varied Activities: Alternate between listening, discussing, and activities to maintain attention.
- Positive Reinforcement: Praise student participation and creativity to encourage engagement.
- Movement: Incorporate small movement activities or stretches between tasks to help manage
energy levels.
- Clear Expectations: Set clear guidelines for listening, contributing, and behavior during activities.

By utilizing these strategies, you can make 1 Kings 10 engaging and understandable for
elementary students, fostering a deeper connection with the text.


