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Teacher Notes and Tips for '1 Kings 11':

Lesson Objective:
- Understand the story of King Solomon's downfall due to disobedience and the consequences that
follow.

Materials Needed:
- Children's Bible or age-appropriate storybook
- Visual aids (e.g., images of King Solomon, a map of ancient Israel)
- Craft materials for a crown activity
- Chart paper and markers

Pacing Suggestions:

1. Introduction (5 minutes):
- Begin with a recap of who King Solomon was—a wise king who built the temple in Jerusalem.
- Briefly introduce the topic of obedience and making good choices.

2. Read and Explain (10-15 minutes):
- Read 1 Kings 11 in a simplified version or a children's Bible.
- Use visual aids to show Solomon's kingdom and the Temple.
- Pause frequently to explain the text:
- Solomon’s many foreign wives: Explain that Solomon disobeyed God's command not to marry
women from other nations who followed different gods.
- Idol worship: Describe what idols are, using examples of items that could be considered idols
today and how they distract from what's important.
- Consequences: Simplify how God was unhappy with Solomon and decided to divide the kingdom
as a consequence of his actions.

3. Discussion (10 minutes):
- Ask questions to ensure understanding, such as "Why did Solomon's choices upset God?" and
"What happened because he disobeyed?"

4. Activity (10 minutes):
- Craft a crown: Each student makes their paper crown using colorful paper and decorations,
representing Solomon's kingship.
- On each crown, students write one way they can make wise choices and obey what’s right.

5. Conclusion (5 minutes):
- Reiterate the importance of making good choices and being obedient.
- Encourage students to share one good choice they plan to make this week at home or school.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:

- Idolatry: Use simple language to explain that an idol is something we might put before our
relationship with God. Discuss modern examples like spending too much time on games or TV.
- Disobedience: Make it relatable by discussing rules at home and school. Present how certain
rules keep everyone safe and happy.



- Consequences: Use analogies familiar to children, like consequences for not following rules in the
classroom.

Managing Student Engagement:

- Interactive Storytelling: Use different voices for characters, involve students by asking them what
Solomon might have been thinking or feeling.
- Visuals and Hands-On Activities: Keep students engaged with visuals and crafts that relate to the
lesson.
- Movement: Introduce a short "king's parade" where students can march around with their crowns,
reinforcing the notion of leadership and responsibility.

Behavior Management:

- Establish clear rules for listening during the story.
- Use positive reinforcement by acknowledging good participation and thoughtful answers.
- Be ready to redirect off-topic conversations back to the main lesson theme.


