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1 Kings 13 Background Notes

Historical Context:
- The events in 1 Kings 13 occur during the divided kingdom period of Israel's history. After King
Solomon's reign, the kingdom was split into two: Israel in the north and Judah in the south.
- King Jeroboam was the ruler of the northern kingdom of Israel. To prevent the people of Israel
from going to Jerusalem in Judah to worship, he set up alternative places of worship with golden
calves in Bethel and Dan.

Cultural Insights:
- Worship practices at this time often involved physical locations and objects. Golden calves were
seen as idols, which were against the laws God had given to the Israelites.
- Prophets were important figures who communicated God’s messages to the people. Their role
was to guide people back to God's ways and correct them when they strayed.

Theological Insights:
- The chapter illustrates themes of obedience to God and the consequences of straying from His
commands.
- It shows God's desire for true worship and highlights the risks of following false practices.
- Miracles, such as the altar splitting and the withering hand of King Jeroboam, underscore God’s
power and serve to reaffirm His authority.

Summary:
1 Kings 13 tells of a prophet from Judah sent by God to warn King Jeroboam about his wrong
practices. The story includes miraculous signs to show God’s power and issues a reminder about
the importance of listening and obeying God’s instructions.


