
Lesson
Engaging Introduction

Hello everyone! Today, we're going to explore an interesting story from the Bible, found in a book
called 1 Kings, specifically chapter 16. This chapter is like a sneak peek into the world of ancient
kings, full of dramatic moments and important lessons for us today. You might imagine these kings
living in giant castles like in fairy tales, but these stories are from a real time in history. And just like
in many stories, there are both good and bad kings.

Now, don't you love hearing about adventures and the choices people make? Imagine you're in a
place where the leaders are switching like in a game of musical chairs. Some make wise choices,
and others, well, not so much. But what's interesting is how these choices affected not only the
kings but also their people and God's plan for the world.

So, why should we care about kings and choices from long ago? Well, because we all make
choices every day—like choosing to be kind, to share, or to tell the truth. These stories can help us
learn about what happens when people make good or bad choices, and how God is always there,
watching over everything.

Are you ready to dive into this chapter and meet these characters? Let's see what their stories can
teach us today in our own lives!

---

Main Teaching Points

1. Who Were These Kings?

In 1 Kings 16, we learn about several kings from Israel, each with their own unique story. Firstly,
there’s King Baasha, who reigned over Israel but did not obey God. Following him was King Elah,
his son, who also didn’t make the best choices. The Bible shows us that neither of these kings was
devoted to God, and their disobedience led them into trouble.

After Elah, a man named Zimri became king for a very short time—just seven days! That’s even
shorter than a week of school. He became king by doing something wrong to Elah, and then, other
people turned against him. You see, Zimri’s story shows us that when we hurt others to get what
we want, it often doesn’t end well.

2. The Rise of Omri

Omri was another king who came after Zimri. He was a strong leader and built a new capital city
called Samaria. This might sound exciting, but Omri made choices that didn’t honor God. He led
people to worship idols, which are like statues pretending to be gods. God wants us to love and
worship Him alone because that's what's best for us.

Imagine if you were told a statue of your favorite animal could help you with your problems or
protect you. Seems exciting, right? But the truth is, only God can really do those things because He
is the one true God. Omri's story helps us understand that following the wrong path, even if it
seems fun, can lead us away from what’s good and right.



3. Introducing King Ahab

Now, here comes a new king named Ahab, and the Bible says he did more evil than any king
before him. He even married Jezebel, who led him to worship even more idols and forget about
God. This made God very sad because Ahab was supposed to lead his people with love and
fairness, helping them to follow God.

Ahab had the chance to make great choices and lead his people well, but he chose the wrong
friends and let them guide him away from God. This is a reminder of how important it is to choose
our friends wisely and listen to those who encourage us to do right.

4. God's Consistent Presence

Throughout all these changing kings and their choices, one thing remained the same: God’s
presence and desire for His people to return to Him. Even when the kings went astray, God never
gave up on them. This is similar to how your parents or teachers might remind you about a rule
over and over because they care and want what's best for you.

God sent prophets, wise people who spoke His words, to guide the kings and the nation back to
truth. These stories show us that no matter how far someone strays, God’s love and invitation to
return to Him remain open.

---

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now that we've met these kings, let's think about what their stories mean for us. We all make
choices every day, just like them. You might not be ruling a kingdom, but your choices make a big
difference.

Imagine if each choice you made was like putting a puzzle piece into your life's picture. Kindness,
honesty, and being helpful add bright, colorful pieces. But when we make choices that hurt others
or damage our relationships, it's like adding gloomy, dark pieces.

Think about your friends. Just like Ahab’s choice of friends led him away from God, the people you
spend time with can influence your decisions. Choose friends who inspire you to be better, kinder,
and closer to God. This doesn't mean not being friends with people who make different choices but
think about who you trust and let guide you.

One more thing: even when you make mistakes, remember God is like a loving friend, always
ready to help you fix the picture and make it brighter again. He's ready to forgive and give you
many chances to make better choices. Isn’t that wonderful? Knowing God is with us can help us be
brave and try again, no matter what.

---

Interactive Discussion Questions

Let’s talk about what we've learned. Questions help us understand better and talk about ideas with
others.

1. Why is it important to make good choices?



Discuss why making good choices, like being honest or sharing, matters. Guide students to see
how their decisions affect themselves and those around them. Explain that good choices lead to
happier relationships and a more peaceful heart.

2. What can we learn from choosing friends wisely?

Encourage students to share experiences about their friends. Help them see the connection
between their friends and the choices they make. Use examples of how Ahab’s bad friendship
choices affected his kingdom and relate it to small, everyday choices.

3. How can we remember God is always with us, no matter what?

Talk about ways to remember God, like praying, reading the Bible, or listening to Bible stories. Ask
students to share their ideas on remembering that God is like a friend always there to help.
Reinforce that God’s love is constant, just like when your best friend is always there, even when
things get tough.

Use these questions to have lively classroom discussions. Encourage everyone to share their
thoughts, using gentle guiding questions if they're shy. The aim is to help students connect the
stories of 1 Kings 16 to their own lives, seeing the Bible as something that speaks directly to them
here and now. This helps them grow in understanding and sets a foundation for making wise
choices.


