Scripture background

Background Notes for 1 Kings 19

Historical Context:

- 1 Kings is in the Old Testament and follows the history of Israel after the reign of King Solomon.
- 1 Kings 19 occurs during the time when Israel was divided into two kingdoms: Israel in the north
and Judah in the south.

- This chapter focuses on Elijah, a prophet who served God during the reign of King Ahab and
Queen Jezebel of Israel.

Cultural Insights:

- Prophets like Elijah were chosen by God to deliver His messages to the people, often calling them
back to worship Him.

- Baal was a false god worshiped by many Israelites during Ahab and Jezebel’s reign, causing
conflicts between the prophets of God and those who worshiped Baal.

Theological Insights:

- The importance of faithfulness to God is a key theme. Elijah is shown as a dedicated servant,
despite the challenges he faces.

- The chapter also emphasizes God's power and presence. Even when Elijah feels alone and
afraid, God provides comfort and guidance.

- God tells Elijah about the "still small voice," teaching that God doesn’t always speak through big,
dramatic events but often in quiet, gentle ways.

Key Events and Themes:

- After the victory over the prophets of Baal in the previous chapter, Elijah runs away to the
wilderness fearing Queen Jezebel’s anger.

- Elijah feels discouraged and alone; God sends an angel to provide food, water, and
encouragement.

- Elijah travels to Mount Horeb (Sinai), the same mountain where Moses received the Ten
Commandments.

- God appears to Elijah not in wind, earthquake, or fire, but in a gentle whisper, illustrating that God
can speak to us in unexpected ways.

- God gives Elijah instructions for the future, showing that He still has a plan.

These notes can help explain the significance of 1 Kings 19, provide context, and highlight the
lessons it offers.



