
Teacher_tips
Teacher Notes and Tips for Teaching '1 Kings 20' to Elementary Students

Pacing Suggestions:
1. Introduction (5 minutes):
- Begin with a brief overview of the Israelite kingdom and its kings. Introduce the conflict with King
Ben-Hadad of Aram.

2. Story Reading (10 minutes):
- Read through the story of 1 Kings 20, simplifying language where necessary. Break the story into
smaller sections to maintain engagement.

3. Discussion and Understanding (10 minutes):
- Discuss major events: Ben-Hadad's demands, Ahab's response, the two battles, and God's role in
the victories.
- Ensure understanding by asking simple questions about each part.

4. Activity and Reflection (15 minutes):
- Interactive activity: Create a storyboard or comic strip of the key events.
- Reflection: Discuss what the story teaches about reliance on God and bravery.

Explaining Difficult Concepts:
- Kings and Kingdoms:
- Explain in simple terms: A king is like the boss of a country, and a kingdom is the land and people
he rules.

- Battle and War:
- Use metaphors like 'team sports' to describe planning and teamwork involved.

- Prophecy and Divine Intervention:
- Explain that God sometimes helps or gives messages to people through prophets, who are like
special messengers.

Managing Student Engagement:
- Storytelling Techniques:
- Use expressive voices, dramatic pauses, and props (e.g., crowns for kings) to bring the story to
life.

- Interactive Elements:
- Include quick role-plays or skits to reenact scenes, encouraging students to embody characters.

- Visual Aids:
- Use pictures or illustrations of key figures and battles to maintain visual interest.

- Open-ended Questions:
- Ask questions that allow students to express how they might feel or act in similar situations.

Guided Reflection:
- Use the story to discuss themes of courage and trust. Encourage students to share times they’ve



had to be brave or trust someone.

- Conclude with the moral of the story, emphasizing cooperation, trust in God, and right decision-
making. Use simple language to tie back to students' everyday experiences.


