L esson
Bible Lesson on 1 Kings 21: Naboth’s Vineyard

Engaging Introduction

Welcome, kids! Today we're going to dive into an incredible story from the Bible, found in 1 Kings
21. Imagine that you have a favorite toy or a special play area that belongs to you and your family.
It's yours to enjoy and take care of, right? Now, imagine if someone in power, like the mayor of your
town, decided they wanted your toy or space just because they liked it a lot! How would you feel?
Would that be fair?

Our Bible story today is about a man named Naboth who had a beautiful vineyard. A vineyard is a
big garden where grapes grow, and Naboth's vineyard was so special to him because it had been
in his family for a long time. But something happens when King Ahab sees Naboth's vineyard and
decides he wants it for himself.

Let's get ready to discover what King Ahab did to try and get Naboth's vineyard, and how God
reacted to these actions. We'll see how this story can teach us lessons about fairness, honesty,
and what to do when we feel jealous. Remember, every person and every story in the Bible can
teach us more about God's love and how we should treat each other.

Are you all set to learn and explore this story? Let's jump right in and find out what happened to
Naboth and his vineyard!

Main Teaching Points
1. King Ahab's Desire for Naboth's Vineyard

Let's start our story with King Ahab. He was the king of Israel, which made him a very powerful
person. One day, King Ahab noticed Naboth's vineyard and thought, "Wow, this vineyard would be
perfect for my vegetable garden!" But the vineyard didn't belong to Ahab; it belonged to Naboth.

Ahab asked Naboth if he could buy the vineyard or give him a different one in return. "Let me have
your vineyard! I'll give you a better one or pay you money for it,” Ahab said. But Naboth refused.
Why did Naboth say no? Because the vineyard was more than land to him - it was his family's
inheritance. Imagine someone wanted your favorite family photo or a special toy your parents gave
you, and you weren't ready to let it go. That's how Naboth felt.

This teaches us our first lesson: Not everything is for sale, especially when it means something
more than just its price.

2. Queen Jezebel's Scheme

Now let's see what happens next. King Ahab was very upset when Naboth refused to give him the
vineyard. He was so unhappy that he wouldn't eat or talk to anyone. When Ahab's wife, Queen
Jezebel, saw him pouting, she came up with a sneaky plan. She decided to trick some people into

lying about Naboth so that she could take the vineyard from him.

With Jezebel's orders, false witnesses accused Naboth of saying bad things about God and the



king. These were serious lies, and because of Jezebel's deception, Naboth was unfairly punished.
This part of the story shows us how lying and deceit can cause a lot of harm and injustice.

Ask yourself: Have you ever felt bad when someone lied about you? It's hurtful and unfair when
things like that happen.

3. Consequences of Injustice

When Naboth was punished, King Ahab took over the vineyard happy to have what he wanted. But
was it right? No! God was very aware of what had happened. He sent a prophet named Elijah with
an important message for King Ahab.

Elijah told Ahab that because he let Naboth be treated so unfairly, God would bring trouble upon
his family. God wanted Ahab to understand that doing wrong has consequences, especially when it
involves hurting innocent people.

This teaches us an important lesson: God sees everything we do, and He cares about fairness and
justice.

4. Repentance and Forgiveness

After hearing Elijah, King Ahab realized he had done something very wrong. He was sorry for his
actions and humbled himself before God. He wore sackcloth and fasted, which were ways to show
he was truly sorry for what he had done.

God noticed Ahab's change of heart and decided to delay the punishment. This shows us another
vital lesson: When we make mistakes, saying sorry and changing our ways can lead to
forgiveness.

God is always ready to forgive us when we are sorry for what we've done and commit to making
things right.

Personal Application for Elementary Students

Now, let's see how this story about Naboth, King Ahab, and Queen Jezebel applies to our own
lives. We all have times when we want something that belongs to someone else. Maybe it's a

friend's toy or a cool gadget. It's natural to feel that way sometimes, but we must remember to
appreciate what we already have.

Think about any time you've felt upset because someone said "no" to you, like Naboth did to Ahab.
Instead of pouting like Ahab, it's important to respect other people's things and their decisions. This
shows kindness and maturity.

Also, be honest in everything you do. Lying, even small lies, can hurt others and cause bigger
problems, as we saw with Jezebel's actions. Speak the truth, and if you make a mistake, don't be
afraid to admit it. Saying "I'm sorry" is powerful and can heal relationships, just like when Ahab
apologized to God.

As you grow, remember these lessons: value fairness, respect others' belongings, and act
honestly. This will help you build good relationships and make wiser, godly decisions in your life.

Interactive Discussion Questions with Explanation and Teaching Guidance



Now that we've explored the story of Naboth’s Vineyard, let's discuss it with some questions.
Remember, it's great to share your thoughts and listen to others.

1. Why do you think Naboth didn't want to give his vineyard to King Ahab?

Naboth valued his vineyard because it was his family inheritance. Encourage kids to think about
things that are precious to them and not just about their worth in money. This reflects how we
cherish special gifts or memories.

2. How do you feel about Queen Jezebel's plan to take the vineyard? Do you think she was right?

Let them discuss the wrongness of her plan. Guide them to understand that deceit and hurting
others for personal gain is never justified and goes against how God wants us to act.

3. Can anyone share a time when they had to apologize for making a mistake? How did it make
you feel to be forgiven, like King Ahab was?

This question is to encourage personal reflection on the power of sincere apologies. Discussing
feelings of relief or happiness after being forgiven can help them appreciate the value of
reconciliation.

4. What should you do if you see someone being treated unfairly, like Naboth?

Inspire them to consider ways to stand up for fairness, whether telling a trusted adult or being a
supportive friend. Reinforce the importance of helping to create a just and fair environment around
them.

Through these discussions, we aim to reinforce key moral lessons and encourage the children to
express how they relate these to their lives. Listen actively and guide them through any complex
emotions or thoughts they may have, always bringing back the focus to God's teachings of
fairness, honesty, and love for others.



