Teacher _tips

Teacher Notes for Teaching 2 Kings 1 to Elementary Students

Objective:
To help students understand the story of Elijah, King Ahaziah, and the message about God's power
in 2 Kings 1, while encouraging engagement and comprehension.

Introduction (10 minutes):

- Begin with an attention-getting question: "Have you ever had someone not believe you when you
told them something important?" Relate this to the disbelief Ahaziah had for Elijah's message.

- Provide a brief background of the context in which the story takes place (Israel, Elijah's role as a
prophet).

Reading the Story (20 minutes):

- Break the chapter into small, manageable sections. Read or summarize each section:

1. Ahaziah's accident and sending messengers to Baal-Zebub (verses 1-8).

2. The encounter with Elijah and the messengers (verses 9-12).

3. The ultimate message from Elijah and Ahaziah's fate (verses 13-17).

- After each section, ask simple comprehension questions to ensure understanding (e.g., "Who was
Ahaziah sending messengers to?" "What did Elijah tell the messengers?").

Explanation of Difficult Concepts (15 minutes):

- Idolatry and Baal-Zebub: Explain that Ahaziah was seeking help from a false god instead of the
true God. Use the analogy of going to the wrong person for help (e.g., calling a pizza place to fix a
computer).

- Prophet Role: Discuss Elijah's role as God's messenger, emphasizing that God used prophets to
communicate important messages.

- God’s Power: lllustrate God's power over false gods and kings by comparing it to a superhero's
power, but much greater and real.

Class Activity (15 minutes):

- Role Play: Have students act out the different parts of the story. Assign roles like "Ahaziah,"
"Elijah," and "messengers." This encourages engagement and helps solidify the narrative.

- Drawing: Alternatively, students can draw a scene from the story, picturing either Elijah
confronting the messengers or another memorable moment. This caters to visual learners.

Discussion & Reflection (10 minutes):

- Discuss why it is important to trust in God and listen to His guidance. Encourage students to think
about times in their lives when they had to choose the right source for help.

- Ask students to share their thoughts. What did they learn from Elijah’s story? What actions would
they take if they were in Ahaziah's shoes?

Closing (5 minutes):

- Recap the main points of the lesson: trusting in God, the power of true faith, and listening to
God’s messages.

- End with a short prayer or reflection encouraging students to always seek God's guidance in their
daily lives.

Classroom Management Tips:



- Keep the lesson interactive with questions and opportunities for students to participate.

- Use visual aids like maps or charts showing ancient Israel and modern-day similarities.

- Maintain a positive and encouraging atmosphere. Reinforce that all questions and observations
are welcome.

By following this plan, students should better understand the story and its significance, while also
engaging holistically through visual, auditory, and kinesthetic activities.



