Scripture background

Background Notes for Acts 5:

1. Historical Context:

- The Book of Acts is in the New Testament and tells about the early days of the Christian church.
- Acts 5 describes events after Jesus had ascended to heaven and the Holy Spirit had come to
help Jesus' followers share God's love.

- The early Christians met in Jerusalem, which was a busy city and the center of Jewish life at the
time.

2. Cultural Context:

- Sharing amongst everyone was vital in the early Christian community, helping all members,
especially those in need.

- The early Christians worked together like a big family. They sometimes sold their property and
shared the money with everyone to make sure no one was without basic needs.

- Jewish leaders in Jerusalem were very influential, and they were sometimes unsure about Jesus'
followers.

3. Theological Insights:

- The story of Ananias and Sapphira shows the importance of honesty and being truthful. God
wants us to be honest with Him and each other.

- The apostles performed miracles and healed people, showing God’s power and love through the
Holy Spirit.

- Despite challenges and getting in trouble with the local leaders, the apostles were brave and kept
teaching about Jesus, showing courage and faithfulness.

4. Key Themes:

- Honesty and Integrity: Importance of being truthful in our actions and words.

- Community and Sharing: Working together to help and support each other like a family.
- Courage in Faith: Being brave to share God's love even when it's hard.

5. Application for Preschoolers:

- Encouraging children to tell the truth and be honest in simple ways, like saying when they make a
mess.

- Understanding the importance of sharing toys and being kind to friends.

- Learning to be brave and loving, knowing God is always with them when they feel scared.

These notes are meant to help teachers convey the story's lessons in a relatable way for
preschoolers, fostering an environment of trust, kindness, and courage.



