Scripture background

Background Notes for Acts 5

Historical Context:

- Book of Acts: Often called "Acts of the Apostles," it follows the early days of the Christian church
after Jesus' resurrection and ascension.

- Jerusalem: The events happen in Jerusalem, where the early Christians gathered frequently.

- Time Period: This took place in the 1st century AD, shortly after Jesus' resurrection.

Cultural Context:

- Early Church Community: The early believers often shared their belongings, living together to
support each other and spread the message of Jesus.

- Religious Leaders: The Jewish religious leaders were skeptical and sometimes hostile towards
the followers of Jesus, leading to tensions.

Theological Insights:

- Holy Spirit: A major theme involves the Holy Spirit guiding and empowering the apostles, showing
God's presence with the believers.

- Importance of Honesty: The story of Ananias and Sapphira emphasizes the importance of being
honest, especially within the community of believers.

- God's Power: The apostles performed miracles and healings, demonstrating God's power and
support of their mission.

Key Themes for Preschoolers:

- Sharing and Caring: Encourage an understanding of sharing as something good, just like the
early Christians did.

- Being Truthful: Highlight the lesson of being honest with friends and family.

- God's Help: Simplify the idea that God helps us when we work together and take care of each
other.

Suggestions for Teaching Preschoolers:

- Use simple language: Talk about people living together like a big family sharing their toys and
taking care of one another.

- Visual aids: Use pictures or simple crafts to illustrate sharing and goodness.

- Short stories or skits: Act out stories that show helping and sharing with friends.

- Songs and prayers: Include songs and prayers that focus on love, kindness, and God's care.

This passage helps teach young children about kindness, honesty, and relying on God's love in a
community setting.



