Scripture background

Background Notes on Acts 5

1. Historical Context:

- "Acts of the Apostles,” often just called "Acts," is a book in the New Testament. It was written by
Luke, a doctor and a companion of Paul. Acts tells the story of the early Christian church after
Jesus ascended to heaven.

- This chapter happens in Jerusalem, where the early Christian believers are spreading the
teachings of Jesus. During this time, Christianity was still a new movement and faced many
challenges from religious leaders and authorities.

2. Cultural Insights:

- In first-century Jerusalem, people lived under Roman rule, but the Jewish religious leaders had
significant influence. The Temple was the center of religious life for the Jewish people.

- Sharing among the community was a key value for early Christians. They believed in supporting
one another by sharing their possessions and taking care of those in need.

3. Theological Points:

- Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11): This story is about honesty and integrity. Ananias and
Sapphira lied about how much money they gave to the apostles, pretending to give all the money
from selling land but secretly keeping some of it. This teaches that God values truthfulness and that
it's important to be honest with Him and others.

- Peter’'s Healings and Trials (Acts 5:12-42): Peter and the apostles performed miracles and healed
many, which showed God's power working through them. Despite being imprisoned and facing
opposition from religious leaders, they continued to preach boldly about Jesus. This teaches
perseverance and faithfulness in doing what is right, even when it's difficult.

- The apostles’ main message was about Jesus' resurrection and His role as Savior. They wanted
everyone to know His love and forgiveness.

4. Key Lessons for Students:

- Being truthful is very important to God. We should always aim to be honest.

- God is powerful and can do miracles. He works through people who trust and follow Him.

- Stand by what you believe, even if others disagree with you. Always be brave in sharing kindness
and the message of Jesus' love.

These notes can help teachers explain the importance of honesty, community, and standing strong
in faith to students, as they learn about the early church and the power of God at work.



