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Teacher Notes and Tips for Teaching Acts 5 to Junior High Devotional Students

Objective:
Help students understand the themes of honesty, integrity, the power of the Holy Spirit, and the
significance of obedience to God.

Session Structure:

1. Introduction (10 minutes)
- Briefly recap Acts 4 to set the context.
- Overview of Acts 5, focusing on two main sections:
- Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11)
- The Apostles’ Arrest and Trial (Acts 5:12-42)

2. Section 1: Ananias and Sapphira (15 minutes)
- Read Acts 5:1-11 together.
- Explanation:
- Discuss the early church community and the importance of honesty.
- Explain what Ananias and Sapphira did and why it was wrong.
- Discuss the consequence of their actions.
- Difficult Concepts:
- God's judgment: Explain that this was a special case to emphasize the seriousness of dishonesty.
- Fear in the church: Show that it led to respect and seriousness about faith.
- Engagement Tip:
- Have students role-play the scenario to explore motives and emotions.

3. Section 2: The Apostles’ Arrest and Trial (15 minutes)
- Read Acts 5:12-42.
- Explanation:
- Summarize the apostles' activities and the reaction of authorities.
- Emphasize Peter's response: “We must obey God rather than men.”
- Highlight Gamaliel’s counsel and its outcome.
- Difficult Concepts:
- Obedience to God vs. earthly authority: Discuss scenarios where obedience might be challenging.
- Miracles and the power of the Holy Spirit: Relate to students' experiences of faith.
- Engagement Tip:
- Group discussion on scenarios when it is difficult to do the right thing.

4. Application (10 minutes)
- Discuss how honesty and integrity are relevant in students’ daily lives.
- Talk about situations where students might face peer pressure; brainstorm faithful responses.

5. Closing Discussion (10 minutes)
- Encourage questions and reflections.
- Share personal stories or Bible stories that echo the themes discussed.
- Invite students to pray for courage and integrity in their own lives.

Pacing Suggestions:



- Ensure there is a balance between teaching, discussion, and activities.
- Be flexible with time if students are particularly engaged in a discussion topic.

Engagement Strategies:
- Use storytelling to make the biblical scenes vivid and relatable.
- Encourage students to express their thoughts and doubts freely.
- Invite students to share personal stories where they faced similar choices.

Additional Activities:
- Create a board or journal for students to write about times they chose integrity.
- Encourage students for a week to be observant of honesty in real-life scenarios and report back.

Guidance for Managing Engagement:
- Be actively involved in group discussions to steer them back to the topic when needed.
- Affirm students’ contributions to foster a supportive environment.
- Use varied teaching methods, like visual aids and multimedia, to maintain interest.


