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Background Notes for 2 Kings 3

Historical Context
- Time Period: 2 Kings 3 takes place during the period of the divided kingdom in Israel's history,
after the united kingdom of Israel split into two parts: the northern kingdom (Israel) and the
southern kingdom (Judah). This was around the 9th century BC.
- King Jehoram: The main story features King Jehoram, the son of Ahab, who was the king of the
northern kingdom of Israel. He ruled after his brother King Ahaziah.
- Moabite Rebellion: Moab, a neighboring nation, had been under Israeli control, paying a tribute (a
form of tax) to Israel. When Ahab died, the Moabites, led by King Mesha, decided to stop paying
this tribute, leading to conflict.

Cultural Insights
- Alliances and Warfare: During this time, it was common for nations to form alliances to strengthen
their military capabilities. In 2 Kings 3, King Jehoram allies with King Jehoshaphat of Judah and the
king of Edom to fight against Moab.
- Prophets: Prophets were very important in Israel. Elisha, a prophet of God, plays a key role in
advising the kings during their campaign against Moab, showing how God communicated with His
people through prophets.

Theological Insights
- Reliance on God: The story illustrates the need for reliance on God rather than solely on military
might. When the kings face difficulty with a lack of water, they seek guidance from Elisha, who
provides a solution from God.
- Miracles: The passage includes the miracle of water appearing to save the armies from
dehydration. This shows God's power and willingness to help those who seek Him.
- God’s Faithfulness: Despite the challenges, God shows His faithfulness by helping the kings
achieve victory over Moab. This encourages trust in God during difficult times.

Application for Students
- Trust in Difficult Times: Encourage students to trust God when facing their own challenges.
- Seeking Guidance: Highlight the importance of seeking advice from wise and godly people.
- Community and Friendship: Explore how working together (like the alliance of nations) can help
solve problems, reflecting on the importance of teamwork and cooperation.


